
 2018 ENGLISH SUMMER READING 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
In an effort to have students learning all year long, Mercy Career & Technical High School 
has a summer reading requirement for all grade levels.  (SEE PAGES BELOW) 
 
Your student must read the novel listed on the reverse side.  A brief summary of the book 
is included.  
 
These novels are available in bookstores, at libraries, and through the internet at 
www.amazon.com  or www.barnesandnobles.com.  
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT MCAULEY TEACHERS HAVE MADE A SEPARATE 
READING ASSIGNMENT FOR THE MCAULEY STUDENTS.  MCAULEY STUDENTS 
MUST SEE THEIR CURRENT ENGLISH TEACHER FOR THEIR ASSIGNED 
SUMMER READING. 
 
Please encourage your child’s reading because every student will be given an assessment 
test on the novel in the first week of September.  The grade from this assessment will be the 
first major test of the English class and will affect the first-quarter English grade. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at dmaicher@mercycte.org.  You can also call 
the main office to speak with one of the school secretaries at 215-226-1225. 
 
Your student received this assignment earlier in May and had an opportunity to discuss the 
choice with their current English teacher.  With this letter I am providing you with another 
copy of the assigned reading and the reasons for the assignment.  Thank you for your 
cooperation in this summer endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
David R. Maicher 
Humanities Department Chairperson 

 
 

September 2018, Incoming Freshman, Summer Reading Assignment 
Incoming Freshman MUST pick-up their summer reading assignment (book) from the school secretary. 
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September 2018, Sophomore, Summer Reading Assignment 
Below is the book the Sophomore class has been assigned to read over the summer of 2018. There will 
be an assessment the first week in September when you return to school.  The grade from this 
assessment will be the first major grade of your English class and will affect the first-quarter.  After the 
assessment, the book may be briefly discussed in class with your English teacher, along with additional 

classroom instruction and assessments.  

 
That Was Then, This is Now by S.E. Hinton 

 
From the author of the internationally bestselling The Outsiders.  That 

Was Then, This is Now is a moving portrait of the bond between best 

friends Bryon and Mark and the tensions that develop between them as 

they begin to grow up and grow apart. 

 
 

 
September 2018, Junior, Summer Reading Assignment 
Below is the book the Junior class has been assigned to read over the summer of 2018. There will be an 
assessment the first week in September when you return to school.  The grade from this assessment will 
be the first major grade of your English class and will affect the first-quarter.  After the assessment, the 
book may be briefly discussed in class with your English teacher, along with additional classroom 

instruction and assessments.  
 

  
 The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 

An international bestseller / Over 80 million copies sold  / PBS Great 
American Read Top 100 Pick 

 
Combining magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder into an inspiring tale 

of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a modern classic, 

selling millions of copies around the world and transforming the lives 

of countless readers across generations. 

Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy 

who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far 

different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us 

about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning 

to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams. 
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September, 2018, Senior, Summer Reading Assignment 
Below is the book the Senior class has been assigned to read over the summer of 2018. There will be an 
assessment the first week in September when you return to school.  The grade from this assessment will 
be the first major grade of your English class and will affect the first-quarter.  After the assessment, the 
book may be briefly discussed in class with your English teacher, along with additional classroom 
instruction and assessments.  

 

 

 

 The Freedom Writers Diary by Erin Gruwell 

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER AND A MAJOR MOTION 
PICTURE 

 
 TRUE STORY about the students assigned to a first year 

high-school teacher in Long Beach, CA; a group of students no other 

teacher wanted to deal with.  Erin Gruwell (the new teacher) soon 

discovered that most of her students had not heard of the Holocaust.  Shocked, she 

introduced them to books about tolerance and first-person accounts detailing personal stories, 

such as Anne Frank.  The students were inspired to start keeping diaries of their own lives 

that showed violence, homelessness, racism, illness, and abuse that surrounded them. These 

student diaries form the basis of this book.  Most readers will be proud to see how these 

students have succeeded.   At the end of their four-year experience, the Freedom Writers, 

as they called themselves, had all graduated! 
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